
 

 

 

Partnership: Washington Officials Association - National Association of Sports Officials  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is this partnership? 

It is a first in the nation business relationship that will allow for ALL registered WOA officials to be members of 

NASO with all membership privileges currently only available to individuals who are members of NASO. 

Why is WOA interested in such a partnership? 

NASO is the premier advocacy, training, and support organization in the country.  Their training materials, 

insurance packages, and research initiatives are the best in the industry.  Membership for all WOA officials in 

this organization makes all of that available to our members.  WOA has a unique opportunity to be the first 

statewide officiating association to be 100% NASO.  WOA being the first offers one time savings and a unique 

business relationship that might not be as advantageous to other state associations or to WOA if we were not 

the first statewide partner with NASO. 

Why is NASO interested in such a partnership? 

NASO sees a business opportunity for their organization, hopefully expanding their membership significantly 

with this partnership.  Not just the addition of all WOA members as NASO members, but the future marketing 

to other states.  No state has 100% membership in NASO (even though some sports, districts, and associations 

throughout the nation do). 

What are some specific benefits of NASO membership? - Insurance 

The liability insurance which is currently in effect for only WIAA school contests will be expanded ($3 million 

liability, $10,000 assault related, and $50,000 game call/assignors coverage) to any organized sporting contest 

to which a WOA official is assigned; including, out of season tournaments and games, recreation ball, club 

sports, youth sports, collegiate, semi-pro and professional athletic contests.  This will not change or expand L & 

I coverage which is paid for by the WIAA schools and is only in effect for WIAA school contests.  It also does not 

extend coverage to association boards of directors and assignors.  That D & O insurance is available but is not 

included in the partnership; however rates will be discounted through NASO/American Specialty Insurance. 

What are some specific benefits of NASO membership? - Training 

A business partnership with NASO, the premier officiating advocacy and training organization, is the next 

logical step in the WOA RTO Program.  The vast and numerous resources of NASO and Referee Magazine 

become available to WOA members.  This includes the monthly print magazine being distributed to each 

official.  It also includes a digital magazine, eventually including information specifically relevant to officiating 

in Washington State. Also included will be the monthly NASO “It’s Official” Newsletter and the online NASO 

LockerRoom Newsletter. Additional digital content will be fed to the Arbiter WOA Central Hub.  All of this is an 

extension and further development of the RTO initiative. 

 



What are some specific benefits of NASO membership? - Rules Publication 

Customized Washington State Rules Publication Manuals for football, soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball, 

and softball; with wrestling to follow in year two of the agreement. 

What are some specific benefits of NASO membership? - Other Perks 

NASO membership provides discounts for rental cars, hotels, and other services, including up to 40% off at 

Marriott properties.  In addition, officials wishing to attend the annual NASO Sports Officiating Summit are 

eligible for a member’s only registration discount. 

Anything Else? 

As part of this initiative, the WIAA Pass for all state assigned events (semi-finals, championships, and 

tournaments) will be made available at no cost to all officials (currently $10.00) 

Will WOA membership dues paid for each sport increase? 

Yes, but it is necessary to adjust the dues with or without this initiative.  The dues have not been increased 

since 2007, yet costs have increased significantly over the years.  If membership dues had merely been 

adjusted for inflation each year, the membership fee will be $55.  The fundamental approach for assessing 

dues is also going to change.  Replacing the per sport charge ($40 per sport with basketball @ $60) will be a 

WOA membership fee of $65.00 and a per sport dues amount of $30.00.  All sports officials will pay $95; WOA 

members who officiate more than one sport will pay and additional $30 for each additional sport.  In addition, 

basketball will be consolidated into one sport ($30.00 dues). The WOA registration fee and per sports dues 

schedule goes into effect with the 2018-2019 school year.  WOA officials who are already individual or group 

members of NASO will actually save money under this partnership. 

* These savings only apply to officials who currently have a pass, work basketball, or are NASO members 

When does this go into effect, how long is the agreement and is there an “out” provision? 

The partnership begins with the 2017 -2018 school year.  The WOA registration fee and per sports dues 

schedule goes into effect with the 2018-2019 school year.  No dues increase is contemplated for the next four 

years.  The agreement is a five year deal and there is no out provision until the deal expires.  However, if this is 

not working for either party, it will be in the interest of the parties to end the partnership.   

What about associations who currently have 100% NASO membership or individuals who are currently 

members of NASO? 

Individuals (who currently pay $109 per year) or persons in such associations (who currently pay $79 per 

official per year) will be included in the statewide NASO membership pool as part of their WOA dues payment.  

Refunds will be available for memberships already paid.   

Current Dues 
Amount 

Dues Increase 
Amount Without 
NASO Initiative 

NASO Initiative - 
WOA Registration 
Fee 

WOA Per 
Sport Dues 

“Savings” for WOA 
members* 

Savings 
Amounts 

$40.00 $55.00 $65.00 $30.00 State Pass included $10.00 

$60.00 
Basketball 

$75.00   Basketball combined $20.00 

   NASO Individual $109.00 

    NASO Group $79.00 


